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Indiaõs Homegrown Passenger Plane to Fly Again, First Flight 

Expected In June
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The first flight of Indiaõsre-

enginedand modifiedpassengerjet

SARAS is expected to The first

flight of Indiaõsre-engined and

modified passengerjet SARAS is

expected to take off this June,

Times of India has reported,

reviving hopes that Indiaõsthree-

decade-old plan to build an

indigenouspassengerjet will finally

materialise.

Placedon the back-burner after the crash of a

prototype in 2009 that killed a three-member

Indian Air Force(IAF) crew,the programmewas

revivedby the governmentasa part of its push

for affordableregional air connectivity take off

this June,Timesof India hasreported,reviving

hopesthat Indiaõsthree-decade-old plan to build

an indigenous passenger jet will finally

materialise.

Placedon the back-burner after the crash of a

prototype in 2009 that killed a three-member

Indian Air Force(IAF) crew,the programmewas

revivedby the governmentasa part of its push

for affordableregionalair connectivity.

Now, the Bengaluru-based National

AerospaceLaboratory (NAL) has handed

over a reconfigured prototype to IAFõs

Aircraft and SystemsTesting Establishment

(ASTE). The testing centrehasconducteda

few low-speedgroundruns.
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òTheenginetestshavealreadybegun. The low-speedtaxi andhigh-speedtaxi trials are

expectedto be completedby the endof this month. After that, the ASTE will do the

first flight most probably in the first weekof June,óTimesof India quotedJitendraJ

Jadhav, director of NationalAerospaceLaboratories,assaying.

The 19-seater SARAS will have a maximum takeoff weight of 6,100 kg and a

maximum payloadof 1,232 kg. Manufacturing of two limited seriesprototypes of

SARASwill requireRs400croreto Rs500crore.

Meanwhile, the governmentis alsoplanning to start a separateprogrammeto build a

bigger, 50-70 seatcommercialaircraft. Feasibility study for the project, which would

needaprivateparty to manufacture,hasbeencompleted.
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BENGALURU: Last week, China

successfullycompleteda80-minutefirst

flight of its indigenous passenger

aircraft conceivedin 2008. Sadly,India's

plansof making a planewith half the

carrying capacity has remained on

papersince2007.

China's C919 ñ almost the size of

the Airbus A320 and Boeing 737-800

ñ can carry 158-168 passengers.

India's plane, the Regional Transport

Aircraft (RTA), is designedto ferry 50-
90 passengers. "Effectively,it will be a
70-seater aircraft," a National
Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) official
said.
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Indiaõs passenger plane remains on paper since 2007

Hopeful of a renewedpush under the

regional connectivity programme,

NAL, which is developingthe RTA, has

completeda new feasibility study and

discussionson finding partnersto fund

the project hasbegun. But it couldwell

beanotherdecadebeforethe first flight .

Accordingto the feasibility study, India

will needat least 150-200 aircraft for

civilian use in the next 5-10 years,

while RTA can also replacethe ageing

AN-32 fleet of the defence forces,

which means an additional 70-80

planes. Meanwhile, the Commercial

Aircraft Corporation of China

(COMAC),which developedC919, said:

"The first aircraft rolled out on

November 2, 2015 and we have 570

orders from 23 customers." Experts

havepeggedthe C919ascompetitionto

BoeingandAirbus,on whomthe Indian

market will continue to dependfor its

domesticdemand.
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In 2007, NAL and Hindustan AeronauticsLimited signed an agreementfor the

project with the former responsiblefor design and development,and latter for

manufacturing.

The aircraft, which will be capable of  short take-off, will be able to operate from 

smaller airfields and airports that Regional Connectivity Policy is aiming to revive. 

JitendraJ Jadhav, director, NAL, told TOI: "We're looking at a riskreward-sharing 

model for funding and are expecting to make some headway in the next three 

months."

NAL had projected an estimated cost of  Rs9,000 crore in 2015 and part of  the 

reconfiguration will be looking at a next-generation turbo prop engine.
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President, Pranab Mukherjee, on

Thursday presented the national

awardsfor excellencein technology

to mark the 19th National

TechnologyDay.

The award winners included Prof

Phani Kumar Pullela of CMR

Institute of Technology,

Bengaluru and Dr. Soma Guhathakurta,

Adjunct Professor in the Department of

EngineeringDesignat the Indian Institute

of Technology, Chennai, and Director

(Bioengineering), Messrs Synkromax

Biotechof Chennai.

The two got their awards for being the

bestin biotechnologyproductsandprocess

developmentand commercialization. Prof.

Pullelagot it for his developmentof a new

cost effective method for molecular

diagnosis of infectious diseasesand Dr.

Guhathurta for developingan indigenous

pericardial patch scaffold,which is a life

saving implant for critical cardiovascular

patients.
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The other awardwinnersincludedNumaligarhRefineriesLimited, Guwahati,Indian

Institute of Petroleum, Dehradun and Engineers India Limited, New Delhi, for

successfullycommercialising indigenous technology in the public sector, and

Vikarsh Nanotechnologyand Alloys, Pune, and Pluss Advanced Technologies,

Gurugramfor beingsuccessfulin commercializationof technologyamongMedium,

SmallandMicro Enterprises.

Further, Amrita TechnologyBusinessIncubator, Kollam, Keralagot the award for

being the best technologybusinessincubator and IITM Incubation Cell, Chennai

got the awardfor beingthe bestemergingtechnologybusinessincubator.

Bellarix Aerospace,Mysore, PadmaseethaTechnologies,Chennai,and Nanoclean

Global, Gurugram, were chosenas the best start up companiesand an NGO from

Dehradun,Himalayan Environmental Studiesand ConservationOrganisation got

the awardfor usingbiotechnologyfor socialdevelopment.
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