
Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, AnusandhanBhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi



1

CSIR-IIP                                                                         17 th March 2017

Produced by Unit for Science Dissemination, CSIR, AnusandhanBhawan, 2 Rafi Marg, New Delhi

1

Published in:

Mail Today, Page 24



Neeri given task to monitor noise pollution in 27 cities across 

Maharashtra
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For the first time, the often-

neglectedproblemof noisepollution

will beaddressedall acrossthe state.

The MaharashtraPollution Control

Board (MPCB) has entrusted

National Environmental

Engineering Research Institute

(Neeri) to conductnoisemappingin

27 cities of the state. In Vidarbha,

monitoring will be done in Nagpur,

Amravati,Akola andChandrapur.

Till now, monitoring of noiselevels

was restricted to festive and non-

festive seasons in selected cities.

While hearing a public interest

litigation on breach of noise

pollution norms, the Bombay high

court had asked the state

government to file a detailed reply

following which the MPCB proposed

the ideaof statewidenoisemapping.

"The larger aim is to identify

particular zonesof violations in all

corporation limits and prepare a

constructive plan for city's

development,"said MPCB member

secretaryP Anbalagan. This is the

first time that continuous noise

monitoring will be done

simultaneouslyacrossthe state.

"Noise levelswill bemonitored24x7

by Neeri for six to nine months.

Comprehensivedatawill becollected

and analysedin a scientific manner

to get a blueprint of how cities

behave when it comes to noise

pollution," Anbalaganadded.
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The project will be handledby Neeri'sCentre for StrategicUrban Management(C-

SUM), which was recently set up to involve urban local bodiesand stakeholdersfor

building smartsustainablecities.

Ritesh Vijay, project leaderand seniorscientist in cleanertechnologyand modelling

division, said that around 100 noisemonitoring stationswill be set up in every big

city. "Cities havebeensegregatedinto four zonesñ Mumbai,Aurangabad,Puneand

Vidarbha. In smallercities,50 stationswill besetup," saidVijay, addingthat noisewill

bemonitoredasperdaytime,night time andworking andnon-working days.

After tracing major noise pollution sources in different cities, the locations of

monitoring stationswill be decided. "We will consult the board and local municipal

corporations. About 50% of the noisepollution in urbancities is dueto traffic. Apart

from this, stations will be put near railway stations, industrial areas,constructions

sitesandother sourcesemitting noise,"saidVijay.

After assessingthe noise impact zonesand data collection,Neeri will suggestsite-

specificpreventivemeasuresto mitigate noisepollution.

To sensitizelocaladministrationon the adverseimpactof noisepollution, workshops

arealsobeingconductedin the 27 cities. "The first workshopwasheld in Mumbai on

March 10 and the next one will be in Nagpur on March 20. Through these

workshops,wearetrying to makecivic officialsawareof the problem,"addedVijay.
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