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Adding impetus to the Africa Connect push of  the Modi government, as a leading grower of  medicinal and aromatic 

plants in the world, India is offering its traditional knowledge and expertise in the field to the Eastern Africa 

Farmers Federation (EAFF), apex organisation of  farmers of  10 countries of  the region. 

 

òHerbal medicine is a big area of activity in Eastern Africa, particularly in Tanzania and Uganda, but we lack 

logistics, expertise and technology. The Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has assured us of  all 

kind of assistance in growing medicinal and aromatic plants and also help us in finding market in India,ó Stephen 

Muchiri, Chief  Executive of  EAFF, who is currently on a visit to India, said. 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/csir-to-help-farmers-grow-herbs-in-africa/274165.html 

Tribune News Service | New Delhi | July 31 
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During the academic year of  2015-16 a total of  220 students joined the fellowship awarded by Extramural Research (EMR) 

of  Human Resource Development Group (HRDG) in the laboratories of  Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 

under the National Science and Technology Human Resource Development Programme of  CSIR. Moreover, the number of  

fellowships awarded by CSIR under Fellowship schemes, Senior Research Fellowship (SRF)-Direct and Research Associateship 

(RA), has been reduced over the years from 749 in 2013-14 to 445 in 2014-15 to 291 in 2015-16. 

 

This information along with other updates on CSIR was provided by Union Minister of  State for Ministry of  Science and 

Technology and Earth Sciences Y. S. Chowdary in a written reply to a question that was raised in the Lok Sabha. 

 

Providing information on the number of  students who have been awarded fellowships by CSIR through CSIR-UGC National 

Eligibility Test (NET) over the years, Minister Chowdary informed the members of  Lok Sabha that in the year 2013-14, 2532 

students got the fellowships while in 2014-15 the number was 2251, and in 2015-16 the number of  students getting the 

fellowships was 2369. 

 

Students who are awarded research fellowships by the CSIR are eligible to join any institution, university or research and 

development (R&D) institution, including CSIR laboratories. CSIR awards three kind of  fellowships including, Senior 

Research Fellowship (SRF), Junior Research Fellowship (JRF), and Research Associateship (RA) 

http://www.enaindia.in/news/newsdetails/category/technical/mos-science-and-technology-y-s-chowdary-provides-updates-on-students-in-csir 

New Delhi | Jul  29, 2016 



 

 CSIR RANKED WORLDõS 12TH BEST GOVERNMENT INSTITUTE              

A proud moment for the country as the Council of  Scientific Industrial Research (CSIR) has been ranked world's 12th 

best government institution, according to a recent study conducted. 

 

Council of  Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), established in 1942, is an autonomous body and the largest research 

and development (R&D) organisation in India. It runs 37 laboratories and 39 field stations or extension centres spread 

across the nation, with a collective staff  of  over 13,375. The research and development activities of  CSIR include 

aerospace engineering, Structural engineering, ocean sciences, Life sciences, metallurgy, chemicals, mining, food, 

petroleum, leather, and environment. it is mainly funded by the Ministry of  Science and Technology. It operates as an 

autonomous body registered under the Registration of  Societies Act of  1860 and is mainly funded by the Ministry of  

Science and Technology  

 

This recent survey was conducted of  746 institutions across the world. France's National Centre for Scientific Research 

was ranked first which was followed by Chinese Academy of  Science, China. This survey was conducted by Scimago 

Institutions Rankings. The ranks of  the institutes were based on the research performance, innovation and social 

impact.In the list displayed, the overall global ranking of  CSIR also improved from 110 to 99th position. The government 

institutions in the world. It has also improved its position after being at 14th spot for three consecutive years 

 

CSIR officials said, òCSIR had improved its position among government institutes after being at 14th spot for three 

consecutive years. CSIR leads the country at the top spot and is the only Indian organization to have found a place among 

the top 100 global institutions.ó  

 CSIR 

 

https://www.brainbuxa.com/education-news/csir-ranked-world-s-12th-best-government-institute-5203 

July 29, 2016 
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    MPCB scientists to be trained by NIO to gauge climate change       

         

        CSIR-NIO  

             

Scientists and technicians of  Maharashtra Pollution Control Board will be trained by Goa-based National Institute of  

Oceanography (NIO) on handling specialised instruments which are required to gauge climatic change in the area of  

their operation. 

 

òThe advanced hand-on training course for MPCB officials has been organised between August 1 and 12, wherein they 

will be trained to handle instruments like auto analyser, fourier transform infrared spectroscopy, mercury analyser and 

gas chromatography,ó NIO spokesman told PTI. 

 

òClimate change is a reality now and South Asia, with its 12,000 km long stretch of  coastline, has been identified to 

receive maximum brunt from such changes,ó he said. 

 

The change in climate will impact a large population residing in the coastal zone of  South Asia, in terms of  sea level 

rise, less frequent yet intense storms, anomalous precipitation, and warmer ocean temperatures, he said. 

 

òIn addition, rising atmospheric concentrations of  carbon dioxide are causing the oceans to absorb more of  the gas 

and become more acidic,ó the spokesman further said. 

 

òThis rising acidity will have significant impacts on coastal and marine ecosystems. The coastal pollution and its 

impacts have resulted in a number of  environmental issues, including the enrichment of  water with organic matter 

leading to eutrophication, pollution by chemicals such as oil, and plastics emanating from land-based activities,ó he 

said. 

 

Scientists and technicians of  Maharashtra Pollution Control Board will be trained by Goa -based 

National Institute of  Oceanography (NIO) on handling specialised instruments which are required 

to gauge climatic change in the area of  their operation. 
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Over 80 per cent of  all marine pollution originates from land-based sources which are primarily industrial, agricultural 

and urban, he pointed out. 

 

òMicroplastics are one of  the major pollutants in the marine and coastal environment of  South Asia and India, including 

extremely toxic organic pollutants (like POPs). Poor practices of  solid waste management, lack of  infrastructure, 

inadequate capacity to quantify such pollutants, failure to identify its source, and a lack of  awareness among the public at 

large about the consequences of their actions aggravate substantially the situation,ó he said. 

 

òIn fact, there is an urgent need to strengthen the evidence base with respect to measurement of pollutions. High-tech 

instrumentation is globally now being used to identify the source of  the pollutants, and its impact in biogeochemical cycle 

of the coastal ocean. Hence, one must be aware of advanced methodology and recent technology,ó the spokesman added. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/maharashtra-pollution-control-board-scientists-to-be-trained-by-national-institute-of-oceanography-to-gauge-climate-change-2941913/ 

PTI | Panaji | Jul 29, 2016 
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NIO TO TRAIN MPCB EXPERTS TO GAUGE CLIMATIC CHANGE  

They will be trained to handle auto analyzer, fourier  transform infrared spectroscopy, mercury analyzer 

and gas chromatography 

 
 

The National Institute of  Oceanography (NIO) will be training the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) 

scientists and technicians on handling specialized instruments which are required to gauge the climatic change in the area 

of  their operation. 

 

òThe advanced hand-on training course for MPCB officials has been organised between August 1 and 12, wherein they 

will be trained to handle instruments like auto analyzer, fourier transform infrared spectroscopy, mercury analyzer and 

gas chromatography,ó NIO has said in its press statement.  

 

The training titled òAdvance Analytical Instrumentation Techniques and Their Application in Environmental Fieldó is for 

the scientists and technicians of  Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai.  

 

òClimate change is a reality now, and the South Asia, with its 12,000 km long stretch of  coastline, has been identified to 

receive maximum burnt from such changes,ó it stated. 

 

NIO said that change in climate will impact a large number of  population residing in the coastal zone of  South Asia, in 

terms of sea level rise, less frequent yet intense storms, anomalous precipitation, and warmer ocean temperatures. òIn 

addition, rising atmospheric concentrations of  carbon dioxide are causing the oceans to absorb more of  the gas and 

become more acidic,ó it added.   

 CSIR-NIO  
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òThis rising acidity will have significant impacts on coastal and marine ecosystems. The coastal pollution and its impacts 

have resulted in a number of  environmental issues including the enrichment of  waters with organic matter leading to 

eutrophication, pollution by chemicals such as oil, and plastics emanating from land-based activities,ó the NIO said.  

 

The press statement said over 80 per cent of  all marine pollution originates from land-based sources which are primarily 

industrial, agricultural and urban.  

http://www.heraldgoa.in/Goa/NIO-to-train-MPCB-experts-to-gauge-climatic-change-/104682.html 

Durgapur News| August 1, 2016 
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MPCB SCIENTISTS TO BE TRAINED BY NIO TO GAUGE CLIMATE CHANGE  

Scientists and technicians of  Maharashtra Pollution Control Board will be trained by Goa-based National Institute of  

Oceanography (NIO) on handling specialised instruments which are required to gauge climatic change in the area of  their 

operation. 

 

òThe advanced hand-on training course for MPCB officials has been organised between August 1 and 12, wherein they 

will be trained to handle instruments like auto analyser, fourier transform infrared spectroscopy, mercury analyser and gas 

chromatography,ó NIO spokesman told PTI. 

 

òClimate change is a reality now and South Asia, with its 12,000 km long stretch of  coastline, has been identified to 

receive maximum brunt from such changes,ó he said. 

 

The change in climate will impact a large population residing in the coastal zone of  South Asia, in terms of  sea level rise, 

less frequent yet intense storms, anomalous precipitation, and warmer ocean temperatures, he said. 

 

òIn addition, rising atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide are causing the oceans to absorb more of the gas and 

become more acidic,ó the spokesman further said. 

 

òThis rising acidity will have significant impacts on coastal and marine ecosystems. The coastal pollution and its impacts 

have resulted in a number of  environmental issues, including the enrichment of  water with organic matter leading to 

eutrophication, pollution by chemicals such as oil, and plastics emanating from land-based activities,ó he said. 

 CSIR-NIO  
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Over 80 per cent of  all marine pollution originates from land-based sources which are primarily industrial, agricultural 

and urban, he pointed out. 

 

òMicroplastics are one of  the major pollutants in the marine and coastal environment of  South Asia and India, including 

extremely toxic organic pollutants (like POPs).  

http://myinforms.com/en-au/a/39076839-mpcb-scientists-to-be-trained-by-nio-to-gauge-climate-change/ 

 August 1, 2016 
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AIWC ACADEMY STUDENTS VISIT CSIR -NML, MOTIVATED FOR A SCIENCE 

CAREER 
 

 

CSIR-NML         

A batch of  66 students of  Std X from AIWC Academy of  

Excellence, Jamshedpur, accompanied by their teacher, Dibyo 

Jyoti Ghosh and Dadan Ojha visited CSIR-NML, Jamshedpur 

and interacted with the scientists and research fellows on 

Friday under the aegis of  School- NML interactive 

programme (SNIP) in collaboration with NASI, Jharkhand 

Chapter. The students were thrilled to visit the laboratory and 

interact with the working groups. 

  

The programme was scheduled for three hours, which comprised of  an overview of  Indian Science and Technology, 

Documentary film show on CSIR and NML separately, visit to NML Museum / Archive and selective units of  the 

laboratory to have an exposure of  modern laboratory research environment. 

 

Dr. N.G. Goswami, Chief  Scientist & Co-ordinator of  the programme briefed about the programme and gave an overview 

of  CSIR and NML contributions in different branches of  Science & Technology. Dr. P.N. Mishra, Principal. Scientist tool 

part in the programme and talked about natural resources like ores, minerals, rocks and its significance and also arranged 

lab visit. 

 

The students expressed their feelings, asked numbers of question and got clarified doubt with scientists. òI came to know 

about many new aspects of science and technology which I barely knew earlieró, said Adity Singh, a student of  Std. X 

after the laboratory visit. 
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The students expressed their excitement and happiness over the laboratory visit as well as interaction with the scientists 

and research scholars. In fact, they were thrilled while visiting the labs and looking at the practical set ups. 

 

A student, Ushrita Chakraborty said, òI came to know about new things here like CSIR involved in research on 

medicines and develop product for malaria disease. Ankit Kishore expressed that the lab visit was helpful in improving 

the thought processes and expressed to pursue research in CSIR. Mr. Abhinav Srivastava, Subhankar Dutta Ms. Jaya 

Kumari Singh were impressed to see the cleanness of  the Laboratory. 

 

Neha Kumari, said, òThe visit to the laboratory helped me to know in depth about different types of ores, minerals, 

metals, rocks, and how they are extracted and usedó. Another student, Ms. Shikha Vishwakarma said, òWe are thrilled to 

know about CSIR labõs contribution in the introduction of the testing of contaminated water and specially removal of 

arsenic. 

 

During the interactive session at the museum, a number of  students asked different questions on minerals, ores, origin 

of  coal, the evolutionary history behind the formation of  metals, etc. The contribution of  CSIR-NML was demonstrated 

at museum with the help of  wall mounted historical photographs, metals products and sample of  ores, minerals, and 

metals. 

 

Most of  the students said that the interaction was very informative and brought a lot of  motivation. Teachers and many 

students requested for their next visit to the lab for a deeper knowledge. 

 

Both the teachers expressed their view and were satisfied to know about the consistent effort and research emphasis in 

various sectors for the ultimate development of  India. 

http://www.avenuemail.in/jamshedpur/aiwc-academy-students-visit-csir-nml-motivated-science-career/96328/ 

JAMSHEDPUR | Jul 31, 2016 
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CCMB and Sickle Cell Institute hold hands to challenge sickle cell anaemia 

 

Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology 

(CCMB) and the Sickle Cell Institute, 

Chhattisgarh (SCIC), Raipur have joined hands 

to tackle sickle cell anaemia. 

 

In Chhattisgarh, around 10 for every penny of  

the 15 lakh people screened under a state 

venture have been observed to be carriers of  

the sickness, as per Pradeep K Patra, Director-

General, SCIC. 

 

CCMB and SCIC will cooperate to recognize 

eligible carrier couples who are at the danger 

of  bringing forth an influenced youngster and 

tail them with genetic testing, pre-birth 

conclusion and genetic guiding. 

CSIR-CCMB  
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Sickle-cell disease (SCD) is a group of  genetically passed down blood disorders. The most common type is known as 

sickle-cell anaemia (SCA). It results in an abnormality in the oxygen-carrying protein haemoglobin found in red blood 

cells. This leads to a rigid, sickle-like shape under certain circumstances.Problems in sickle cell disease typically begin 

around 5 to 6 months of age. A number of health problems may develop, such as attacks of pain (òsickle-cell crisisó), 

anemia, bacterial infections, and stroke.Long term pain may develop as people get older. The average life expectancy in 

the developed world is 40 to 60 years. In short Sickle cell anaemia is a serious disorder of  haemoglobin and is widely 

prevalent in the states of  Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Orissa and sparingly in other places. It is an inherited 

form of  anemia ñ a condition in which there arenõt enough healthy red blood cells to carry adequate oxygen throughout 

the body of  an individual. 

 

The disease occurs globally due to a single mutation in the beta globin gene and follows an autosomal recessive pattern 

of  inheritance meaning that parents are usually the carriers of  the defective gene and the disease occurs when both 

copies of  it are inherited together by the children. 

 

As per an MOU signed at CCMB, the partnership will see the combination of  the clinical expertise of  SCIC with the 

molecular biology expertise and genetic testing experience of  CSIR-CCMB. The primary focus will be to strive to 

reduce the burden of  sickle cell anemia in the State of  Chhattisgarh. 

 

Rakesh Mishra, Director, CSIR-CCMB, said ò We are committed to reduce the societal burden of sickle cell anemia in 

India and countries like Cyprus and Sardinia have already been successful in the near abolition of  risk of  

hemoglobinopathies by such collaborations of  scientists and clinicians.ó 

 

He said both institutes will also conduct research to identify molecular markers to understand the molecular basis of  

these differences and thus help identify newer management strategies and eventually a therapy for the disease. 

http://www.biostandups.com/bio-news/ccmb-sickle-cell-institute-hold-hands-challenge-sickle-cell-anaemia/ 

Fahmida Neelofar | July  31, 2016 

1st August, 2016, Page: 14 



 

ôREGULATION OVER CHEMICAL PRODUCTION NEEDEDõ 

Calling for improvements in regulation cover chemical production, Indian and American scientists made a slew of  

recommendations to the Central Government during a two-day workshop that concluded here on Friday. 

 

The workshop, organised by Indian Institute of Chemical Technology (IICT) in association with the USõs Department of 

State, assessed vulnerability of  chemicals that could be used destructively. 

 

òThere are about a 100 chemicals recognized in India that could be used for making weapons,ó said K.V. Raghavan, former 

director of  IICT. Representatives from the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) said they would share a 

database of  3,000 chemicals with their Indian colleagues. 

 

The experts said that in India regulation stopped at provision of  information but did not cover intermediaries or 

transformation of  harmless chemicals into those which can be used for harm. Some of  these chemicals are used by 

agriculture and pharma industries which abound in the state. 

 

òWe have learnt about atmospheric dispersion models from our Indian counterparts,ó said Dr. Clifford Glantz of  PNNL. 

The Indo-US workshop also discussed cyber threats to chemical manufacturing facilities and suggested improving 

computer systems that manage such facilities. 

 CSIR-IICT  

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/regulation-over-chemical-production-needed/article8919838.ece 

July 30, 2016 
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HYDERABAD: WORKSHOP TO KEEP TAB ON HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL 

WEAPONS 

A key point raised was lack of  a mechanism in place to keep track on hazardous weaponisable chemicals 

after they are produced. 

 

The two -day workshop was organised by the Indian Institute of  Chemical Technology (IICT), Pacific 

Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL), Washington, and US Department of Stateõs Chemical Security 

Programme. (Representational image) 

 A workshop on ôVulnerability Assessment for Weaponisable Dual Purpose Chemicals' concluded on Friday stressing on 

the need to develop security measures to ensure that hazardous chemicals with potential of  use in chemical weapons do 

not fall into the hands of  rogue nations, terrorist organisations or undesired individuals. 

 

The two-day workshop was organised by the Indian Institute of  Chemical Technology (IICT), Pacific Northwest 

National Laboratory (PNNL), Washington, and US Department of Stateõs Chemical Security Programme. 

 

A key point raised was lack of  a mechanism in place to keep track on hazardous weaponisable chemicals after they are 

produced. 

 

Around 100 chemicals are recognised by the Organisation for the Prohibition of  Chemical Weapons (OPCW). Their 

compounds run into thousands. Commonly produced chemicals like phosphorous trichloride or phosgene manufactured by 

fertlizer companies can be weaponisable. 

 CSIR-IICT  
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A mechanism to keep tab on these chemicals is missing in many countries including the USA. Dr K.V. Raghavan, former 

director of  IICT and member of  the Workshop Advisory Committee said that IICT will send recommendations to the 

Ministry of  Chemicals and Fertilizers on security of  these chemicals. 

 

Dr Clifford Glantz of  the PNNL said they are interested in utilising the models developed in IICT. 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/science/science/300716/hyderabad-workshop-to-keep-tab-on-hazardous-chemicals-weapons.html 

July 30, 2016 

1st August, 2016, Page: 17 



 CSIR-IICT  

 

Deccan Chronicle |July 30, 2016 
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